
Wangaratta Education First Youth Foyer

GOTAFE strives to be more than an education facility; we aim to enable people to realise their 
potential and enhance their communities. Offering over 120 courses and with 500 staff across 
11 campuses, GOTAFE brings up-to-date, real-world skills directly into the classroom. 
As leaders in providing quality education, industry-focused facilities, and a student-centric 
experience, GOTAFE creates opportunities to achieve. GOTAFE graduates enter the workforce 
strengthened by skills that meet the needs of the region and on a journey of lifelong learning 
and personal development.

Our vision
A consortium consisting of GOTAFE, NESAY Inc., Uniting Housing (Victoria) 
Limited and Brotherhood of St Laurence are collaborating to build an 
Education First Youth (EFY) Foyer in Wangaratta. All members of the 
consortium have a long history of working in the Northern Victoria region 
to provide support to young people. At its core, the EFY Foyer model is 
based on the principle that educational attainment is key to providing a 
route out of disadvantage for young people, and stable housing is a 
means of ensuring young people can commit fully to their education.

The solution

Build an Education First Youth Foyer in Wangaratta 
because:

• EFY Foyers are proven to effectively address the 
key challenges impacting young people.

• They provide integrated learning and 
accommodation for young people aged 16-24 
who are at risk of or experiencing homelessness.

• An EFY Foyer will address the current lack of youth 
accommodation in the Northern Victoria region 
and keep youth in education.

• GOTAFE has completed design work and is shovel 
ready to work with the Consortium to implement 
this critical project. 

The Issues to address

• Youth homelessness is one of the biggest 
problems facing Australia. It can have life-long 
impacts, including on mental health, social 
engagement and civic participation, education, 
and employment. 

• Family violence is the most often mentioned as 
the reason young people seek homelessness 
support. 

• Wangaratta has no youth refuge for 16-17-year-
olds and there is little supported accommodation 
for young people while they study.

• Increased demand on housing and housing 
prices in NE Victoria mean young people have 
little chance of getting into the market as the 
median rental in Wangaratta is $340pw while the 
youth allowance is $184.

The ask
$13.4 million to build and establish an EFY Foyer in Wangaratta 
and $1.3 million per annum for operational costs.

gotafe.vic.edu.au


